
In Czech, some suffixes cause dorsal and laryngeal stem-final segments to 
mutate (e.g. králí/k+Ek/ Ą králí[t£SEk]). Traditionally this change has been 
analyzed as a phonological process, called Velar Palatalization. I will show 
this is in fact a morpho-phonological process: Velar Palatalization is caused 
by morphemes with floating [strident] features. This approach explains why 
Velar Palatalization is triggered by only a subset of morphemes. 

 
 
1  INTRODUCTION 
 
This article examines right-edge consonant mutation in major place of articulation (hereafter 
PoA) caused by suffixation in Czech. Examples include králí/k+Ek/ Ą králí[t£SEk] and 
králí/k+ięx/ Ą králí[t£sięx]. This process has commonly been called palatalization. However, I 
will show that it is in fact primarily assibilation, with coronalization only a side-effect of 
segments becoming strident. I argue that assibilation is caused by floating strident features 
associated with particular morphemes, making this a mor


