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The Great Romance

3 Discuss one of the following with reference to two or more of the authors
and two or more of the primary texts studied for this topic:

(a) ‘To try to write love is to confront the muck of language; that region of
hysteria where language is both too much and too little, excessive and
impoverished.’

(b) ‘Love and jealousy in the early modern period are two sides of the
same coin.’

(c) ‘Cervantes’s Persiles y Sigismunda represents the allegorical journey of
two lovers which closes with a celebration of Counterreformation ideology’.

Playing the Deuvil

4 Answer one of the following with reference to two or more of the authors
and two or more of the primary texts studied for this topic:

(a) ‘The Devil’s personality cannot be contained within the boundaries of a
positive or negative definition. Depending on the context, he can be either an angel
of justice and freedom or a deceiving creature, father of all human errors.’

(b) ‘Despite all the myths surrounding his unlimited cunningness and
knowledge, the Devil is the ultimate buffoon in early modern thought.’

(QUESTION 4 OVERLEAF)
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(c) * Write a critical commentary on the following passage from El condenado por
desconfiado:

Enrico

A treinta desventurados

yo solo y aqueste acero,

que es de la muerte ministro,

del mundo sacado habemos.

Los diez muertos por mi gusto,

y los veinte me salieron

una con otra a doblon.

¢ Diréis que es pequefio precio?

Es verdad; mas, jvoto a Dios!,

gue en faltandome el dinero,

que mate por un dobldn

a cuantos me estan oyendo.

Seis doncellas he forzado.

iDichoso llamarme puedo

pues seis he podido hallar

en este felice tiempo!

De una principal casada

me aficioné; ya resuelto

habiendo entrado en su casa,
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Rewriting the Conquest of Mexico



