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Please read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions following it. 

 

Your response to Section A MUST be in ONE of the languages that you are applying to 
study here. If you are studying at A-level (A2) or equivalent both of the languages you wish 
to study here, you are free to write in either language. Please write APPROXIMATELY 250 
WORDS in your answer. 

 

Your response to Section B MUST be in English. Please note that you will not be penalised if 
you don’t know the correct terminology to describe the use of English in the passage. 
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My	  body	  is	  an	  electronic	  virgin.	  I	  incorporate	  no	  silicon	  chips,	  no	  retinal	  or	  cochlear	  
implants,	  no	  pacemaker.	  I	  don’t	  even	  wear	  glasses,	  but	  I	  am	  slowly	  becoming	  more	  and	  
more	  a	  cyborg.	  So	  are	  you.	  Pretty	  soon,	  and	  still	  without	  the	  need	  for	  wires,	  surgery,	  or	  
bodily	  alterations,	  we	  shall	  all	  be	  kin	  to	  the	  Terminator,	  to	  Eve	  8,	  to	  Cable	  .	  .	  .	  	  just	  fill	  in	  your	  
favorite	  fictional	  cyborg.	  Perhaps	  we	  already	  are.	  For	  we	  shall	  be	  cyborgs	  not	  in	  the	  merely	  
superficial	  sense	  of	  combining	  flesh	  and	  wires	  but	  in	  the	  more	  profound	  sense	  of	  being	  
human-‐technology	  symbionts:	  thinking	  and	  reasoning	  systems	  whose	  minds	  and	  selves	  are	  
spread	  across	  biological	  brain	  and	  nonbiological	  circuitry.	  	  

This	  tendency	  toward	  hybridization	  is	  not	  a	  modern	  development.	  Rather,	  it	  is	  an	  
aspect	  of	  our	  humanity	  that	  is	  as	  basic	  and	  ancient	  as	  the	  use	  of	  speech.	  It	  was	  about	  five	  
years	  ago	  that	  I	  first	  realized	  we	  were,	  at	  least	  in	  that	  specific	  sense,	  all	  cyborgs.	  At	  that	  time	  
I	  was	  busy	  directing	  a	  new	  interdisciplinary	  program	  in	  philosophy,	  neuroscience,	  and	  



	  

SECTION	  A	  	  

What	  are	  the	  main	  points	  of	  the	  author’s	  argument?	  Do	  you	  agree	  or	  disagree?	  Explain	  your	  answer.	  	  
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SECTION	  B	  	  

How	  does	  the	  writer	  persuade	  us	  of	  his	  point	  of	  view?	  Please	  give	  examples	  from	  the	  text	  to	  support	  
your	  answer.	  	  
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